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Fohs will have an
announcement Friday
on upcoming project

Fohs Hall
will be hosting
a press con-
ference and
community
announcement at 1 p.m., Fri-
day, Sept. 9. The event will be
live streamed at The Press
YouTube and Facebook pages.
The community center’s leader-
ship will share information
about a project that will be
soon coming to fruition. The
plans could have "tremendous
potential for our community,”
Fohs Hall said in a news brief
issued ahead of this week’s an-
nouncement. Friends of Fohs
Hall, community leaders and
media are invited to the event.
Light refreshments will be pro-
vided by Brunch of Sandwiches.

Chamber after hours
Crittenden County Chamber

of Commerce is spearheading a
Night at the Museum after-
hours event from 5-6 p.m., on
Tuesday, Sept. 13 which will
begin with light appetizers at
the Edward Jones office. The
event will finish up across Bel-
lville Street at the Crittenden
County Historical Museum. The
chamber is billing this as a
“fast-paced, face-to-face event
where you can meet and talk
with multiple people from many
local businesses.”

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden County Board of

Elections will meet for its regu-
lar monthly meeting at 3:30
p.m. Friday, Sept. 9 in the
basement of the courthouse.

•Livingston County Board of
Education meets at 6 p.m.,
Monday, Sept. 12 at Livingston
Central High School.

•Crittenden County Chamber
of Commerce will meet at 8:30
a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 13 at Mar-
ion City Hall.

•Crittenden County Board of
Education will have a working
session at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday,
Sept. 13 at Rocket Arena.

•Crittenden Fiscal Court will
meet in regular session at 8:30
a.m., Thursday, Sept. 15 at the
courthouse.

•Marion City Council will
meet in regular session at 5
p.m., Monday, Sept. 19 at city
hall.

•Fredonia City Council will
meet at 7 p.m., Monday, Sept.
19 at city hall.

•Salem City Council will meet
at 6 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 20 at
Deer Lakes meeting room.

•Critteden-Livingston Water
District will meet at 4 p.m.,
Monday, Sept. 26 at Deer Lakes
meeting room.

gas price pacing down
Average gasoline prices in

Kentucky have fallen another
4.8 cents per gallon in the last
week to $3.41 per gallon. Prices
in Kentucky are 27.6 cents per
gallon lower than a month ago
and stand 50.6 cents per gallon
higher than a year ago. The U.S.
average for diesel has declined
two cents in the last week and
stands at $5.02. It’s $4.99 here.
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Rogers Group was contracted to pave Mapleview Cemtery. Crews were working on improvements to
the road system inside the city’s largest public cemetery late last week.

Extension staff
reduced by one,
opening will last
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County Extension

office heads into the fall a bit
lighter in number following the
retirement of Janeen Tramble,
who had been serving as family
and consumer sciences agent.
Tramble retired a few weeks

ago after a 33-year career in Ex-
tension, which included a num-
ber of years in Lyon and Trigg
counties prior to her coming to
Marion in 2018. The Extension
program is a cooperative through
the University of Kentucky that
provides trustworthy, practical
education for people in agricul-
ture and business, and helps
communities solve problems, de-
velop skills and build toward a
better future. Extension operates
through the nationwide land-
grant university system and is a
partnership among the federal
government, primarily USDA's
National Institute of Food and
Agriculture, and state and local
governments.
Historically, Extension has

played an active role in Critten-
den County. Dee Heimgartner,
the county agent for agriculture
and natural resources, says it 

See AGENT/page 2

Paving
lanes
STAFF REPORT
The generosity of nu-

merous people with ties
to Crittenden County
has funded a paving
project in Marion’s
largest cemetery.
Last week, Rogers

Group laid 590 tons of
asphalt inside the Maple-
view Cemetery, account-
ing for about
three-quarters of a mile
of new surface along the
roads and lanes.
Dianne Newcom, presi-

See PAVE/page 2

BY ALEXA TABOR
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS
Massive flooding in east-

ern Kentucky in late July
could only be what many de-
scribed as beyond devastat-
ing, with over three dozen
dead, homes washed away,
communities destroyed and
residents forced to relocate.
Such a disaster left those af-
fected feeling hopeless, some
losing everything – homes
that had been in their fami-
lies for generations, posses-
sions, and some losing their
closest loved ones.
Gov. Andy Beshear un-

locked emergency resources,

activating the National
Guard and declaring it a
state of emergency in Floyd,
Breathitt, Clay, Owsley,
Letcher and Pike counties.
Many individuals and disas-
ter relief organizations from
across the country are
standing in solidarity and
volunteering to help the vic-
tims. 
The faith-based Kentucky

Baptist Disaster Relief team
has jumped into the destruc-
tion headfirst hoping to help
the victims rebuild, clean up
debris, reclaim their lives
and most importantly, re-
store their hope. Roger

Devine of Liv-
i n g s t o n
County is
among the
many locals
who jumped
to eastern
Kentucky ’s
aid, having
worked with
the relief group since Hurri-
cane Katrina in 2005.
“I’ve seen people from as

far away as Alaska come out
to help us with this,” Devine
said. “People from all over
just showed up and started
helping the individuals with
their house – anything they

needed. I was on a team
doing something called
‘mudout’ where if their
house had been flooded or if
water levels had reached
about 2 to 3 feet, we would
take out 4 feet of the walls
inside – the sheetrock and
insulation – so it could dry
out. We removed furniture,
we removed mold, we helped
people sort through what
they wanted to keep and
what they couldn’t. It takes a
lot of work, a lot of man-
power. Nineteen different
states were represented in 

See RELIEF/Page 4

At right is a poignant sign erected in a Knott County
neighborhood washed away along with the lives of
some of its residents. Above is an antique Hindman Fire
Department truck wedged under an overpass after
being swept from the parking lot outside the firehouse. PHOTOS BY DARYL TABOR

Baptists adding relief in flood counties

Devine

STAFF REPORT
A Marion native who is an associate pro-

fessor in South Korea is working on an aca-
demic study on the effects the draining of
Lake George is having on local fishermen.
Dr. Robert John Hart says the study seeks

answers to some of the following questions:
Were you left high and dry after Lake George
was drained this spring? Did you switch
fishing spots, or did you decide to hang up
your rods and wait for wetter days? 
Lake George anglers, kayakers and other

regular water-based recreationists are being
sought for the academic study involving
their experiences and emotions following the
draining of the lake.  
Hart, who holds a Ph.D., in English, is a

1984 CCHS graduate, a former Crittenden
Press sports editor and reporter, and a cur-
rent associate professor in the Department
of Tourism Management at Kyung Hee Uni-
versity in Seoul. He is looking for frequent
Lake George anglers and others to interview
about how the current situation has affected
their leisure lives. 
His interviews will be online using Zoom,

and should take around 20 minutes. Se-
lected participants will get a gift card for a

16-inch thin crust cheese pizza from Game-
day Pizza & Wings in Marion. 
“This summer both drought and flooding

have been major news stories around the
world,” Hart said. “In addition to the disrup-
tion these disasters cause in the regular
lives of residents, they create problems for
recreationists like anglers and boaters. Lake
George is a unique situation, particularly be-
cause the loss of the resource happened so
suddenly.” 
“I’ve been fishing there many times,” he

added. “When I went, I saw families with
kids fishing from the bank and friends
launching boats. This is an opportunity to
see how people cope with a sudden loss of a
recreational site as it may happen more
often in the future, particularly due to cli-
mate change.” 
To be eligible, participants should have

fished, kayaked or participated in other
water-based recreation at Lake George at
least five times between April 2021 and April
2022. All participants will remain anony-
mous in the study. 
To participate, email robhart@khu.ac.kr or

hart_rob@hotmail.com. 

Academic study probes Lake George fallout

Lake George following its draining last spring.

College professor wants to hear from anglers, kayakers, others



Hamilton 
Rita Denise (Riordan) 

Hamilton, 70, of Mar-
ion, died Wednesday, 
Aug. 31, at Vanderbilt 
Medical Center sur-
rounded by her family. 

She was a business 
teacher at Union 
County High School for 
almost 20 years and 
retired as a teacher at 
Crittenden County 
High School. She was 
active in the family 
business, Superior 
Trophies, Screen Print-
ing, & Embroidery, 
from its beginning and 
enjoyed working on 
embroidery projects. 
She was a member of 
Marion United Method-
ist Church and loved 
her church family 
dearly.  

Surviving are her 
husband of 49 years, 
Mike; son, Joshua 
(William) Hamilton of 
Honolulu, Hawaii; two 
daughters Heather 
(Tony) Belt of Marion 
and Ashley Hamilton of 
Evansville; a grand-
daughter, Taylor 
(Jacob) Berry of Mar-
ion; a grandson, Brady 
Belt; and great-grand-
son, Jett. 

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
Eula Patmor; her 
father, Herschel Rior-
dan; and her younger 
sister, Kimberly.  

Services were Sat-
urday, Sept. 3 at Gil-
bert Funeral Home  

with burial in Maple-
view Cemetery.   

Polk, 100 
Georgia Nell Polk, 

100, of Marion, died 
Thursday, Sept. 1, 
2022 at Crittenden 
Community Hospital. 
She worked in nursing 
for over 40 years. 

Surviving are her 
sister, Linda Perryman 
and brother, Doyle G. 
Polk, Jr. both of Mar-
ion; and several 
nieces, nephews and 
great- nieces and 
great-nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Doyle G. Polk, Sr. and 
Ina Polk; and two 
sisters, Margaret Jean 
Riley and Billie G. 
York. 

Services were Sun-
day, Sept. 4 at Gilbert 
Funeral Home with bu-
rial in Frances Ceme-
tery.   

Berry 
James Harold “Red” 

Berry, age 79, of Mar-
ion, died Tuesday, 
Sept. 6, 2022 at Crit-
tenden Health & Rehab 
in Marion. 

He grew 
up work-
ing with 
his father 
a n d 
brother on 
their farm 
in Union 
County. After gradu-
ating in 1961 from 
Sturgis High School, 
where he was a key 

member of the school’s 
football team, he spent 
more than 50 years 
working in the coal 
mines. The vast major-
ity of those years (July 
1968 - February 2016) 
were spent working at 
Webster County Coal 
(Dotiki) in Clay. After 
working long hours 
each day in the coal 
mines, he came home 
and worked with the 
cattle on his farm near 
Mattoon. In the few 
hours of spare time 
that he had, he enjoyed 
spending time with his 
grandchildren, riding 
horses and boating. 

 He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Harold and Margaret 
Berry, a sister Peggy 
Eigel, and his birth 
mother, Wanda Stim-
son Overby. 

Surviving are two 
children, Lisa (Tod) 
Wallace of Fishers, 
Ind., and Wade (Krista) 
Berry of Marion; three 
grandchildren, Dalton 
Wallace of Indianapo-
lis, Hannah Berry of 
Murray and Lauren 
Berry Turner of Mar-
ion; his former wife, 
Ruth “Sissy” Markham 
Berry of Marion; a 
brother, Carroll Berry 
of Salem; and Amy 
Doucet of Carrsville, a 
longtime family friend 
whom he considered to 
be a daughter. 

Funeral services are 
at 3 p.m., Sunday, 

Sept. 11 at Whitsell 
Funeral Home in Stur-
gis. Visitation is from 
noon  until service time 
at  the funeral home.  

Burial will follow at 
Pythian Ridge Ceme-
tery in Sturgis,  

Sunderland  
Delores Lyn Sunder-

land, 70, died Monday, 
Sept. 5, 2022 at Land-
mark of Kuttawa.  

She is survived by 
two chil-
dren, Jen-
n i f e r 
S u n d e r -
land   of 
M a r i o n 
and Mi-
c h a e l 
S u n d e r -
land of In-
dianapolis;   two 
brothers, Bruce (Suz-
zanne) Brown of Mar-
ion and Wayne (Joyce) 
Brown of Eddyville; 
seven grandchildren; 
one great-grandchild; 
and several nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Deon Sunderland; and 
her parents, John and 
Thelma Brown. 

Funeral services are 
scheduled for 1 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 8 at 
Gilbert Funeral Home. 

Family will receive 
visitors from 10 a.m., 
until service time. 
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Extension 
events 

 The forslowing is a list 
of upcoming events of-
fered by the Crittenden 
County Extension Serv-
ice. 

•“Eat Better for Less” 
will be presented at 1:30 
p.m. and 5 p.m., Sept. 12 
and Sept. 26. This pro-
gram counts towards 
Community Christmas 
credit. Get new recipes, 
money saving tips and 
learn how to prepare 
great tasting foods for 
your family. Register by 
calling (270) 965-5236. 

• Heimgartner will have 
a Leaf Cast class at 5:30 
p.m., Monday, Sept. 12 
at the Extension Park, lo-
cated at 2264 KY 91 
North. Participants will 
learn how to make a con-
crete leaf casting to use 
in decorating. Call  to 
register, (270) 965-5236. 

•The Hooks & Needles 
Crafter’s Corner Club will 
meet from 1-3  p.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 13 at the 
Extension Office. Bring 
your projects to work on. 

•Challengers will meet 
at noon, Wednesday, 
Sept. 14 at the Extension 
Annex.   

•Quilt Club will meet 1-
3  p.m., Thursday, Sept. 
15 at the Extension 
Annex.  

•After Hours will meet 
on at 5 p.m., Monday, 

Sept. 19 at the Extension 
Office.  

•Cooking Club will 
meet at 1 p.m., Thurs-
day, Sept. 22 at the Ex-
tension Annex.   

•Dee Heimgartner will 
present a Garden Soil 
Sample class at 1:30 
p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 27 
at the Extension Annex. 
This class will count to-
wards Community 
Christmas.  Please call 
the Extension Office to 
register at (270) 965-
5236. 

•The Leader Lesson 
“Emergency Prepared-
ness” will be presented 
by Zoom at 10 a.m., Wed-
nesday, Sept. 28 at the 
Extension Office. This 
class will help better pre-
pare participants for dis-
asters.

COMBINING
&dignity

affordability.

©ad昀nity®

We offer one of our most popular caskets 
together with our uncompromised service. 
That means we can create the funeral you 
had in mind, for much less than you would have expected—just one of 
the many ways you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Burial Services 
Starting at 
$5,850*
• Professional Services
• 20 Gauge Steel Casket
•  Same Day Visitation  
and Funeral Service

•  Memorial DVD and 
Webcasting

212 East Main Street • Salem, Kentucky

270-988-3131
BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Serving our families since 1902

*Some cash advance items additional

Guess 50th anniversary
Robert A. “Bob” and 

Brenda Walker Guess of 
Marion, will celebrate 
their 50th anniversary 
Sept. 9.  

They were married 
Sept. 9, 1972 at Madi-
sonville First Presbyte-
rian Church with Rev. 
Robert L. Thomas offici-
ating.  

Maid of honor was Be-
linda Wells Fox of Madi-
sonville and best man 
was Steve Ledbetter, cur-
rently residing in Lexing-
ton.  

Bob and Brenda have 
two sons, Dr. Bryan (De-
nise) Guess  of Louisville, 
and, Bradley (Lisa) 
Guess of Lexington.  

Bob is retired from the 
banking industry and a 
field grade officer with 
U.S. Army Reserves. 
Brenda is retired as a 
Senior Clerk with Ken-
tucky Utilities Co. 

They will celebrae their 
anniversary with family 
and the wedding party at 
Kentucky Lake. 

AGENT 
Continued from page 1 

will continue to do all it 
can despite being short 
staffed. She said the 
opening will not be im-
mediately filled. 

Heimgartner and Les-
lea Barnes, the 4-H and 
youth development 
agent, will be the group’s 
only Extension agents for 
the foreseeable future. 
The Extension program 
also has Vicki Belt, a 
SNAP nutrition educa-
tion specialist, and Kristi 
Harris, an office assis-

tant. Shorter staffed, 
Heimgartner explains 
that there could be fewer 
programs offered, but 
hopefully there will be 
only very little effect on 
the community. There 
may be greater limits on 
the number of craft and 
food classes offered by 
Extension. 

“We will still do all we 
can,” Heimgartner said, 
“and we have specialists 
at the state level than an-
swer any questions we 
have for family and con-
sumer sciences.” 

Tramble had been the 

first full-time family and 
consumer sciences agent 
since Nancy Hunt retired 
in 2015 after a long ca-
reer in Extension. A tem-
porary agent worked here 
for a time after Hunt re-
tired, but it was only for 
about a year. Agent sal-
aries are paid through 
local taxes and from the 
University of Kentucky. A 
local six-person board 
works in cooperation 
with state-level admin-
istrators when it comes 
to filling vacant posi-
tions.

PAVE 
Continued from page 1 

dent of the Marion Cem-
etery Association which 
is charged with maintain-
ing the grounds, said 
thanks to the donations 
from many, the cemetery 
board was able to pay for 
the work, using very little 
cash reserves on the 
project.  

“We wish to thank ev-
eryone who contributed 
to the project,” Newcom 
said. “We hesitate to 
name all of the donors for 
fear of leaving someone 

out.  
“This is a project that 

was greatly needed to 
maintain the quality of 
the grounds within Ma-
pleview Cemetery and 
we’re thrilled to see it to 
fruition.” 

The cemetery will 
further benefit in the 
form of a beautification 
project at the entrance to 
the cemetery. 

Nearby property 
owners Roger and Sheryl 
Watson recently pur-
chased property west of 
the cemetery entrance 
and plan some clearing 

and improvements at the 
site. 

One anonymous donor 
who grew up in Crit-
tenden County gave 
$50,000 toward the cem-
etery paving project and 
challenged others to help 
match the contribution. 

Other donations re-
ceived by Marion Ceme-
tery Association helped 
make up the $72,743 
cost of drainage repairs 
and paving of nearly all of 
the drives inside the cem-
etery.
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Legacy Expeditions, a
veteran-owned extreme
expedition company, is
raising awareness and
inspiring action to sup-
port the Folds of Honor
Foundation through its
upcoming global expedi-
tion, Triple, in January
2023
The seven-day, record-

breaking skydiving ad-
venture includes seven
skydives across seven
continents to raise $7
million for educational
scholarships for military
families.
Marion native Jim

Wigginton is among the
founders of the Legacy
Expeditions firm. Wig-
ginton, 73, grew up on a
farm in the Piney Fork
area and is a successful
private equity executive
who lives in Michigan.
He was selected as a
Crittenden County Dis-
tinguished Alumnus in
2021. 
The expedition, sup-

ported by Complete
Parachute Solutions, be-
gins at the bottom of the
world at Union Glacier
Camp, Antarctica. Then
travels to Punta Arenas,
Chile; Cape Town, South
Africa; Perth, Australia;
the United Arab Emi-
rates, Barcelona, Spain;
ending in Tampa,
Florida, home of the
United States Special
Operations Command
(USSOCOM). Through
this arduous journey,
Dr. Kirk Parsley, Navy
SEAL and Navy Doctor
(ret.), will be monitoring
the skydivers to assess

the impact on the per-
formance and physiol-
ogy for future research
on the body's wellbeing
under extreme condi-
tions.
Legacy Expeditions,

sponsors, and partners
believe in the concept
called Post-Traumatic
Growth – “that combat
made us more respect-
ful, kind and empathetic
to our fellow man” and
fueled Global War on
Terrorism veterans to
live life to the fullest. 
Triple 7 will attempt to

raise $7 million in dona-
tions and awareness for
Folds of Honor, plus
highlight the incredible
accomplishments of U.S.
combat veterans and el-
evate the sponsors' com-
mitment to the nation's
veterans and their fami-
lies. Current corporate
sponsors for Triple 7 Ex-
pedition are Frog Fuel,
Black Rifle Coffee Com-
pany, Men's Journal,
Complete Parachute So-
lutions, Ventus Respira-
tory, Resco Instruments,

Talent War Group, Sa-
lomon, and Fieldcraft
Survival. 
“It is exciting to watch

my brothers and sisters
in arms come home and
influence positive
change in our nation
that reflects and honors
the memory of those we
lost on the battlefield.
Actions speak louder
than words, and Legacy
Expeditions will tighten
those bonds through ex-
treme experiences for
veterans who need a
physical, mental, and
spiritual recharge while
raising money for great
causes,” said Mike Sar-
raille, Founder of Legacy
Expeditions.
"We are grateful to

Legacy Expeditions for
undertaking the mo-
mentous task to raise
awareness and funds for
academic scholarships
for military dependents,”
said Lt. Col. Dan
Rooney, Founder, and
CEO of Folds of Honor.
“They clearly under-
stand the importance of
an education and know
firsthand how it can
benefit the military fam-
ilies we serve.”
In addition to Wiggin-

ton, the firm is founded
and run by retired Tier
One Special Operators,
Navy SEAL (ret.), former
Recon Marine and CEO
of Talent War Group,
Mike Sarraille and Navy
SEAL (ret.), and former
wingsuit world record
holder Andy Stumpf. 
Wigginton, a former

U.S. Marine,  is the cur-

rent world record holder
of the "7 Continent Tan-
dem Record" that Triple
7 expedition plans to
break.
A documentary crew

will follow the expedition
team led by the famous
writer, director, and pro-
ducer of The Blair Witch
Project, Dan Myrick and
Kristian Krempel, a film
and entertainment in-
dustry executive. 
Legacy Expeditions is

an adventure capital
firm founded to bring
adrenaline-filled expedi-
tions to life while honor-
ing the memories and
legacies of America's
fallen and Allied Troops
lost during the Global
War on Terrorism. Addi-
tionally, to learn about
previous and future ex-
peditions visit legacyex-
peditions.net.

Jim Wigginton

Marion native among Legacy Expedition
group working to raise $7M for veterans

First United Bank

2 Person 
Scramble 

Bene�tting Crittenden County  
High School Golf Teams

September 24, 2022
Marion Golf and Pool  

651 Blackburn Street, Marion KY

Tee off 10 AM

Cash Prizes   
Tournament will be �ighted. Flights and  

cash payout determined by number of entries.

Great door prizes and goody bags!

Lunch and beverage cart provided

Team entry $50 with $5 mulligans available    
Limit two per person.

Call Charlie Day at 270-965-1222 or  
270-952-1498 to register by September 21. 
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n Fortnuately for residents of Marion, August saw
above average rainfall, which helped keep the
city’s raw water lake near full amid a drinking
water crisis. There were nine days of measurable
rainfall during the month with more than a tenth of
an inch falling on seven days. There were three
days with rainfall of a half inch or greater. The av-
erage temperature provided the coolest August in
the past seven years.
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More than a half inch of rainfall
was measured at the Marion
Water Plant next to Old City Lake
over the Labor Day weekend. 
Plant Supervisor Jeff Black said

water in the old lake was barely
seeping over the spillway, sig-
naling a completely full reser-
voir.
Rainfall the past few weeks has

eased the drought situation
across all of Kentucky, so there
are now only a handful of coun-
ties in the far west which are ei-
ther in the Abnormally Dry or
Moderate Drought categories.
Part of Crittenden was in the
moderate drought area for a
time earlier this summer, which
created big problems for the
town that has been involved in a
drinking water shortage.
With more water being held in

the Lake George basin, the im-
mediate threat of Marion run-
ning out of water has eased. City
officials continue to meet with
nearby third-party water suppli-
ers and explore the possibility of
repairing Lake George’s levee as
part of defining long-term
strategies for solving the water
crisis.

Home bed sheets are
being sold to help raise
funds for local animals.
Crittenden County Animal

Shelter is hosting an online
fundraiser to help buy pet
supplies for animals housed
at the facility.
The local dog and cat

shelter, which is located be-
hind the county mainte-
nance garage, takes in
hundreds of animals yearly

and works to find them
homes as opposed to euth-
anizing them.
LolaBird bed sheets are

being sold at
www.lolabird.com/fundraise
r/crittenden. The bed
sheets will be shipped di-
rectly to individuals placing
orders. The shelter gets a
portion of proceeds from
the sale of sheets.

Crittenden County High
School’s 2022 Homecom-
ing Parade will be Thurs-
day, Oct. 13 at 5 p.m. on
Main Street in dowtown
Marion.

Traffic will need to tem-
porarily reroute during the
event, except for large
trucks which are not al-
lowed on side streets.

Organizations planning
to enter the parade should
contact Michaela West at
the high school 270-965-
2248 or  by email
michaela.west@critten-
den.kyschools.us. Dead-
line to enter is Oct. 7 at 3
p.m. All drivers must be
18, and no golf carts or
ATVs will be allowed.

Home bedding is being
sold to buy pet supplies

Homecoming parade
on Main St. Oct. 13

Rainfall eases stress on
Marion’s water problems



God license plate
and others see
price increase
The price to obtain or
retain a personalized
standard or In God We
Trust Kentucky license
plate for automobiles
and motorcycles has
increased.
The bump in price
was effective Aug. 1
because of legislation
passed in the 2022
Regular Session of the
Kentucky General As-
sembly. House Bill 498
takes the price of the
initial personalization
(application) fee for a
either standard plate
and the annual person-
alization renewal fee
from $25 to $43. Reg-
istration fees and taxes
are additional.
Personalization fee for
special plates remains
$25 for the initial ap-
plication and annual
renewals. Registration,
mandatory fund fees
and taxes are addi-
tional.
The first step to per-
sonalizing a license
plate must be made
online at drive.ky.gov
by hovering over the
Vehicle Services tab
and selecting License
Plates. Once the plate
is approved, you can
complete the order
process in the county
clerk's office.
For further informa-
tion, call the Crittenden

County Clerk at 270-
965-3403.

Marion landmark
for sale online
A Marion bed and
breakfast is listed for
sale online. Known re-
cently as the Iris Inn
the 3,117-square-foot,
two-story home near
the corner of Depot
and College streets
also includes an unat-
tached cottage that is
available for rent or
lease. The home is cur-
rently owned by Brad
and Theresa Peek. Prior
to their ownership,
James and Merle Myers
first operated it as a
bed and breakfast
called the Myers Bed
and Breakfast. They
sold it in 2014.

McGowan touts
new plan for MSU
Curris Center
As part of Murray
State University’s
2020–26 Capital Plan
approved by the Board
of Regents, the institu-
tion has embarked on a
series of projects to
enhance its campus,
one of which is for ren-
ovations to the Curris
Center. The project,
estimated at $5.5 mil-
lion, will further mod-
ernize a facility that is
used daily for student
life, prospective stu-
dents and families,
alumni and a variety of
campus programs and
activities. 
Plans for the Curris
Center renovation proj-
ect include relocation
of the Student Govern-

ment Association and
Student Activities of-
fices to a more accessi-
ble location on the
second floor; a trans-
formation of the first
floor front entrance
into a welcome center;
the addition of a new
Esports space for stu-
dents;  and updated
branding to all three
levels of the building to
feature the Racer Spirit
of blue and gold.
Preliminary planning
for the project began in
2020 and included
constituency groups;
specifically student
groups such as SGA as
well as staff within the
Curris Center, to pro-
vide feedback and
input.
"Serving as a Fresh-
man Senator for SGA in
2020, I had the oppor-
tunity to serve along-
side multiple other
students on the Curris
Center Refresh Com-
mittee,” said SGA Presi-
dent Ellie McGowan,
who is a Crittenden
County High School
graduate. “As the years
and the project have
progressed, SGA has
remained committed to
reflecting the ideas and
desires of the entire
student body in hopes
of making our student
center an inclusive and
captivating place for all
of our campus commu-
nity. SGA is incredibly
thankful to have played
a role in this project's
development and we
are so excited to see
the long standing Mur-
ray State pride of the
Curris Center remain,
with new touches of in-
novation, character and
accessibility for all stu-

dents."
The Curris Center was
built in 1981 to serve
as the new student
center on campus and
was designed specifi-
cally as the central hub
for students to gather,
lounge, recreate and
eat. Among other re-
sources and areas, the
Curris Center houses
the University Store.

Independents get
boost from ‘flux’
Secretary of State
Michael Adams says
Kentucky voter regis-
tration as Independent
or under other political
affiliations is outpacing
registration in the two
major parties. In July,
“Other” registration
grew at more than
double the rate of Re-
publican or Democrat
registration.
“Political allegiances
are in flux,” said
Adams.
Overall, Kentucky
voter registration in-
creased by 5,995 vot-
ers in July. Republican
registrants account for
45.2 percent of the
electorate, with 1.61
million voters. Republi-
can registration in-
creased by 3,118
voters. Democratic
registrants account for
45 percent of the elec-
torate, with 1.6 million
voters. Democratic
registration decreased
by 2,726 voters. Ken-
tuckians registered
under other political
affiliations account for
9.7 percent of the elec-
torate. Other registra-
tion increased by 1,807
voters. 
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10 YEARS AGO
September 13, 2012
n A Crittenden County
grand jury heard the case
of Cindy L. Hutchinson, 51,
who was charged with
capital murder, robbery,
burglary, tampering with
evidence and receiving
stolen property in connec-
tion with the death of 89-
year-old Jim Roberts at his
home in Marion. 
n Marion City Council ap-
proved a compensating tax
rate of 23.8 cents per $100
of assessed value. The
council also approved
rates of 29.4 cents on per-
sonal property and 22.0
cents on vehicles and wa-
tercraft. 
n Crittenden County 4-H
was well represented at
the Kentucky State Fair by
having multiple members
receive blue ribbons for
excellence. Among the
winners were Adam
Beavers, Lauren Beavers,
Taylor Belt, Jessi Brewer,
Danielle Byarley, Maggie
Collins, Mauri Collins,
Anzie Gobin, Nate Haire,

Emily Hendrix, Matt Pap-
ineau, Pate Robinson,
Anna Schnittker and
Megan Sherrell.
n The Crittenden County
Rockets’ football team was
virtually mistake-free in its
35-6 shellacking of Union
County after having their
game postponed for 24
hours due to lightning and
storms. The 7-member of-
fensive line was named
Pizza Hut Players of the
Game. 

25 YEARS AGO
September 18, 1997
n The Marion City Council
raised property taxes
slightly to 24.6 cents per
$100 of assessment for
real property and 33.8
cents for personal prop-
erty. 
n The city of Salem ap-
proved its first real and

personal property taxes in
the city’s history. The
Salem City Council ap-
proved a 14.2 cent real es-
tate tax and a 19.1 cent
personal property tax. Both
rates were based on $100
of property value assess-
ment. 
nWade Berry received a
promotion to senior loan
officer at Farmers Bank
and Trust Co. 
n Perry Newcom of Crit-
tenden Farm Supply was
honored with an All-Pro
Award for marketing ex-
pertise and sales excel-
lence from Novartis Seeds,
Inc. 

50 YEARS AGO
September 14, 1972
n Over 500 citizens from
Crittenden County gath-
ered with the local school
board to discuss the drug
problem in the county. 

n Roy Boisture and Dave
Winders won the golf
league championship at
the Marion County Club.
The pair ended the season
by topping Nicky Winders
and James “Doc” Fritts for
the title. Zeb Ricketts and
Jack Easley finished in
third place as they edged
Dick Moore and Charles
Aldridge who took the
fourth position. 
n The Crittenden County
Rockets’ football team fell
to Mayfield 28-6. The
Rockets’ lone score came
late in the fourth period
when Mike Sutton con-
nected with Mike Tosh for
42 yards. Nicky Porter ran
the final 6 yards around
the right end for a touch-
down. 
nWilliam E. Arflack of
Marion won the Champion
Fox Trotter class at the
Kentucky Fox Trotting
Horseman’s Association
Labor Day show held in
Cadiz with his horse, Black
Messenger. 
n Gene’s IGA advertised a
49-ounce box of Tide De-
tergent for 69 cents and a
2-pound can of Folgers
Coffee for $1.39.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Kirk extends
support to
Evan Head
To the Editor:
I am writing this letter to pub-

licly support my friend Evan
Head for sheriff. This election
cycle is one that will bring new
people and new ideas for Crit-
tenden County in many of our
county and city elected posi-
tions. This is never a bad thing.
I know Evan Head is someone
that will work hard for the citi-
zens of Crittenden County be-
cause I have talked to him
personally about his ideas and
his plans for the sheriff’s office.
Evan is a talented law enforce-
ment officer who has worked
hard at the Caldwell County
Sheriff’s Department, but de-
sires to come home and put his
experience to work for us in
Crittenden County. 
The entire time he has

worked in Caldwell County, he
has maintained his residence in
Crittenden, which added many

hours each week to his work
schedule, but to Evan that did
not matter. Evan takes pride in
being a public servant for the
people where he works. I know
Evan’s faith is important to him
and so is family, and that is the
type of person we all should be
voting for in the times. 
Evan’s opponent did not have

to run a primary race, but Evan
had to run against many quali-
fied Republicans candidates in
the primary. Evan ran a good
clean race and won. No one now
should be able to come in and
file as a write-in candidate and
challenge either of the two can-
didates in the general election.
If someone wanted to be sheriff,
they should have filed when
everyone else did. This election
is too important for Crittenden
County. My vote and my fam-
ily’s votes go to Evan Head, a
man of good moral character
and ethics that will run the
sheriff’s office both profession-
ally and responsibly. Please
support Evan Head for sheriff.

Robert Kirk
Marion, Ky.

Letters 

The Crittenden Press accepts and encour-
ages letters to the editor on a variety of sub-
jects. Letters should be submitted by 5 p.m.,
Friday the week before publication.
Submissions must include only the author’s
name (no multiple names or groups),
address, including hometown, phone num-
ber and signature. Phone numbers will not
be published. They are for our records only
in order to authenticate a letter’s author.
Letters should be written in good taste and
in most cases should not exceed 300 words.
Letters will be edited for spelling and gram-
mar and The Crittenden Press reserves the
right to reject or edit letters for clarity, brevity
and otherwise at our discretion. Writers
should limit their letters to no more than one
per month. Original copies of submitted let-
ters will be retained in our files. Letters
should be emailed to the The Press at thep-
ress@the-press.com. If email is unavailable,
they can be presented at our office or sent
to P.O. Box 191, Marion, Ky., 42064. During
election cycles, no endorsement or opposing
letters will be published in the final newspa-
per prior to election day.

RELIEF
Continued from page 1
the four-county area and
we worked as far out as
20-25 miles from where
we had set up.”
Baptist Relief initially

launched a response cen-
ter in the area, utilizing
trailers, trucks, heavy
equipment and over 100
volunteers have branched
out in the devastated
areas to assist flood vic-
tims. Whether that be
through protocol-driven
cleanup measures, finan-
cial aid, provisions, pro-
viding shelter or
essentials, the organiza-
tion aims to help in any
capacity it’s needed.
Though volunteers are ac-
quainted with going to
disaster zones caused by
flooding, tornados or hur-
ricanes across the coun-
try, eastern Kentucky is
an unusual location to
see such wide-scale de-
struction.
Though it has been

more than a month, the
community will be re-
building for years to
come, Devine said. Along
the way, those working for
the foundation have been
sharing the gospel, un-
derstanding that hope
and faith are required to
move forward and believ-
ing spiritual relief is just
as important as physical
help. While removing de-
bris, helping residents re-
build or doing mold
remediation, every volun-
teer emphasizes on pro-
viding everyone they
encounter with a glimmer
of positivity.
“We tried to leave the

homeowner with some
hope,” said Devine, 71,
who always takes his
tractor on relief missions.
“These people have expe-
rienced something that’s
tremendous, and what we
saw was hopelessness
there at first. We tried to
leave them with help,
healing and hope and en-
courage them after we’ve
listened to their stories.
We leave them with some-
thing that will help them
go forward.”
Devine said having a

tractor can help with de-
bris removal and other
parts of cleanup.
“Hydraulics make a big

difference,” he said.
A local within the re-

gion, Vada Rogers, was

just one of many victims
devastated by the flood.
After narrowly escaping,
she came back to find her
cedar chest had been
submerged in water.
Within it were both her
veteran father’s and
brother’s American flags
completely drenched in
floodwater. They had been
presented to her mother
after their deaths, her fa-
ther died in 1969 and her
brother in 1975. She had
stored the flags with vari-
ous other mementos in
the cedar chest for safe-
keeping. Jeff Free, who
worked alongside Devine
with the Kentucky Baptist
Disaster Relief, teamed up
with others and cleaned
the flags the best that
they were able to, restor-
ing Rogers’ hope in the
process.
“Jeff just happened to

be in the room when she
opened up her cedar
chest,” Devine said. “Ed
and Vada Rogers had got-
ten about three feet of
water in their home.
When they opened it up,
there laid Vada’s flags.
With their permission, we
tried our best to clean the
flags and then presented
it back to them. That’s
just one of many stories
we have of helping locals.”
Not only did the team

restore the flags, but they
held a small ceremony in
front of the house for both
Ed and Vada Rogers, both
flags folded in the ceremo-
nial style. They saluted
the flags and offered
prayers to the couple.
“We try to leave them all

in a much better circum-
stance they can rebuild
from and give them a
starting point,” Devine
said. “We encourage any-
one and everyone to help
however they can.”
Area churches or indi-

viduals can help right
now are by donating gift
cards to Lowe’s, Tractor
Supply and Walmart, and
also by writing notes of
encouragement to the
Disaster Relief volunteers
who will be serving dili-
gently in affected areas. 
You can send both to

the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, attention
Disaster Relief, at 13420
Eastpoint Centre Dr,
Louisville, KY 40223 or by
going online to www.ky-
baptist.org. 

CRITTENDEN COUNTY BID NOTICE
The Crittenden County Fiscal Court is accepting sealed bids
and design plans to repair bridge number 028C00025N located
on Chapel Hill Rd. (CR 1214), 1.2 miles west of U.S. Hwy. 641
spanning Crooked Creed Details of the project may be ob-
tained by contacting the County Judge Executive’s office at
270-965-5251, M-F 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. All bids must be sub-
mitted to the county Judge Executive’s office, 107 S. Main St.
Ste. 208 Marion KY 42064 or email at jada.williams@critten-
dencountyky.org by 7:30 a.m. September 15, 2022. Bids will be
opened at the regular meeting of the Fiscal Court September
15, 2022 at 8:30 a.m. Bidders must show proof of liability insur-
ance. If you have any questions regarding this bid notice, con-
tact the office of the Judge Executive at 270-965-5251. The
County reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids in
accordance with KRS 45-A.



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, �ursday, September 8, 2022 5

Religion The Crittenden Press CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

There are times when 
two principles I hold con-
Áict with each other. It 
happens every time some-
one whom I 
know has made 
a poor decision, 
refuses to make 
changes, then 
asks for help. 
On the one side 
I believe that 
people should 
be allowed to 
experience the 
consequenc -
es of their ac-
tions. 2n the 
other, I believe 
that I should 
help those who 
are in need. My 
responses are 
fickle and in-
consistent. I do 
think I err on 
the side of helping. Hope-
fully without falling into 
the trap of enabling contin-
ued bad behavior. 

This is how I feel about 
the student loan forgive-
ness that has grabbed 
headlines lately. There is 
no doubt a cynical political 

game is being played with 
money ² nothing new there. 
It is also true that to forgive 
such a huge amount of 

debt is the same 
as printing that 
much money. 
From an eco-
nomics perspec-
tive it just seems 
like the wrong 
time to do it. I 
am a theological 
thinker, not an 
economist, but 
loan forgiveness 
is inÁationary 
and will likely 
add to the many 
things that are 
leading us to a 
recession.

I also believe 
that congress 
has had a huge 
roll in creat-

ing this crisis in the first 
place. NPR addressed this 
all the back in 2014 (How 
The Cost Of College Went 
From Affordable To Sky-
High� NPR�. More has been 
written since. I still recall 
Rep. Maxine Waters, as the 
chair of the House Finan-

cial Services Committee, 
questioning Jamie Dimon, 
CE2 of J.P. Morgan con-
cerning what they were 
doing about the predatory 
loans sold to students in 
$pril of 2019.  His response 
followed two other CEO’s, 
“When the government 
took over student lending 
in 2010 or so, we stopped 
all student lending,”

Truth is, no one pays for 
their own college or uni-
versity degrees anymore. 
Even vocational training 
comes with stipends, com-
panies footing the bill, or 
grants. The problem is that 
whether one is going into 
social work, teaching, en-
gineering or medicine, the 
cost of an undergraduate 
degree is about the same. 
We don’t value those who 
choose the first two profes-
sions enough to pay for the 
degrees we require. This 
problem is not going away 
any time soon.

I know of a few people 
who have been paying on 
loans set according to their 
salary. Some have been 
paying for over a decade 

without missing a payment 
yet still owe more than 
they borrowed. That is a 
soul-crushing burden to 
bear.

Now for some theological 
thinking about this. It is 
worth remembering that no 
one who calls themselves a 
Christian, pays what they 
owe ² ever. Being con-
vinced of the truth of this 
is what draws us to faith. 
We can’t because most of 
us never appreciate what 
we have been given or what 
is on offer if we change our 
hearts. I do not know the 
best solution. It is some-
times difficult to balance 
allowing consequences and 
showing mercy. 

There is a parable in 
Matthew 20�1-15 that I be-
lieve addresses an attitude 
we should discourage. It is 
about payment for work 
rather than forgiving debt, 
but I think it is relevant. $f-
ter a landowner hired peo-
ple to work in his vineyard, 
he told them he would pay 
them a day’s wage. 2ver 
the course of the day, he 
hired others. $t the end of 

the day those who worked 
for only an hour got the 
same wages. This angered 
those who worked all day. 
It is the response to this 
anger and perceived un-
fairness that is important 
here. Jesus says, ´Is your 
eye evil because I am gen-
erous?” In other words – 
why do you envy the good 
that I did? 

You may be thinking, 
“Well, he didn’t ask the 
other workers to pay off 
debts.µ <ou are right, but 
the perceived unfairness 
may have to do with feel-
ing slighted – especially 
if you’ve paid your debts. 
There seems to be some-
thing amiss when we be-
lieve that others must 
suffer as we did for life to 
be fair. Today we have an 
opportunity (ok, the gov-
ernment will make us� to 
relieve the debt from our 
fellow citizens.

Student loan forgiveness 
looks to me to be a cynical 
play for votes. I think it is 
bad public policy in our 
current economic situa-
tion. However, I must re-

member that I owed a debt 
I could not pay, and it cost 
more than I could imagine. 
There are people who need 
help, and it appears we 
are going to help them at 
some cost to all of us. This 
is what it means to live in 
a nation with a conscience.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Pay your debt and help those in need

n Virgil Jones VFW Post 
12022 will have a meeting 
at 6:30 p.m, Thursday, Sept. 
8 at the VFW Building, 412 
North College St. Refresh-
ments will be served.
n Crittenden County Class 
of 1968 will have its class re-
union Sept. 10, picnic starting 
at 1 p.m., at the Crittenden 
County Lions Club Building. 
Call Sheila Truitt (270) 965-
2490 and (270) 704-3620  for 
more information.
n The VFW in Marion will be 

having Bingo starting at 5 
p.m. every Tuesday at 412 N. 
College St., Marion.
n Marion Show and Shine 
will be the fourth Thursday 
every month through Oc-
tober, weather permitting. 
Cars, trucks and motorcy-
cles permitted at Crittenden 
County Courthouse, 107 S. 
Main St., Marion. Sponsored 
by City of Marion Tourism. 
City of Marion Police Dept. 
authorized. 
n The Clothes Closet of the 

First Baptist Church in Fredo-
nia is open to serve the area 
with free clothes. For the time 
being, the Clothes Closet is 
operated outdoors from 1-3 
p.m. each Thursday. Please 
observe social distancing. 
The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on 
the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.
n First Baptist Church of 

Fredonia food pantry is open 
from 1 to 3 p.m. the third 
Thursday of each month in 
Coleman Hall of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mex-
ico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each 
Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Community Events & News

Jesus is always present with us through the Spirit’s in dwelling presence
Question: As a child, I at-

tended church with my par-
ents. In high school and col-
lege, I no longer practiced 
my religious beliefs. I’m mar-
ried now and my wife and I 
want to get closer to God. 
How can I have assurance 
that I know God personally?

Answer: I’m pleased 
you are concerned about 
your relationship to God, for 
it has eternal consequenc-
es. The time is now to make 
sure of your personal rela-

tionship with God. 
The reason people don’t 

have a personal relation-
ship with God is sin in their 
lives (Rom. 3:23, 6:23). Our 
efforts to bridge the gap be-

tween sinful man and holy 
God never work. God has 
provided the only way. Je-
sus Christ died on the cross 
and rose from the grave and 
made it possible for us to 

have a personal relationship 
with Him (1 Tim. 2:5). Each 
person must turn from sins 
(repent) and make a choice 
to trust Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior. One receives 
Him into one’s heart through 
prayer.

If you have sincerely 
asked Jesus to come into 
your life, God has saved 
you and He has welcomed 
you into His family. Don’t 
base your assurance of 
your relationship with God 

on your emotional feelings. 
They vary greatly depend-
ing what’s going on in your 
life. Base your assurance on 
the clear teachings of God’s 
Word—the Bible. “Everyone 
who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved” (Rom. 
10:13). The moment your 
ask Jesus Christ to come 
into your heart, He does so 
and gives you eternal life.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison



Early homes, business shape Marion

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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Sta� writer
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In the early days when 
towns and communities 
were first being settled, 
the first town was not 
built with the expectation 
of any great number of 
permanent residents, but 
only as a center or gath-
ering place for the people 
living in the area for miles 
around. Public buildings 
were built in these towns 
to house all agencies of 
the government of the 
surrounding territory.

Markets of 
all types would 
quickly spring 
up around these 
public buildings 
to take advantage 
of the community 
gathering place. 
So it was with the 
town of Marion 
during her first 
year and a half. 
The town had 
been established 
only for the pur-
pose of a county 
seat or as a cen-
tralized location 
for the erection 
of public build-
ings to house the 
government and 
pubic records of the new 
Crittenden County.  
Its rapid growth into a 
mercantile and residen-
tial community was not 
planned nor even visual-
ized by most of the ear-
ly town fathers, many of 
whom were also the early 
county officials.

–––
Marion’s first residence

The first county offi-
cials did not reside in or 
near Marion, but would 
commute to and from 
their homes on horse-
back when court was in 
session. 

Harvey W. Bigham, our 
first County Court Clerk, 
must have soon found the 
rapidly increasing records 
of the county becoming 
too bulky for daily carry-
ing in his saddlebags.  He 
soon determined to build 
a permanent residence 
in Marion on land which 
he had purchased from 
Dr. John S. Gilliam, so it 
would be less difficult to 
get himself and the re-
cords to the courthouse. 

At this time there were 
only a few log and frame 
cabins scattered through-
out what is now down-
town Marion and along 
the Fords Ferry Road 
(now North Main Street) 
and the Centerville Road 
(now Moore Street) which 

were within one-half mile 
of the public square.   

Bigham’s two-story 
brick mansion was built 
in 1846, and was no 
doubt the first residence 
built for a permanent 
home.  The residence was 
later owned and occupied 
by Robert W. Wilson and 
was known as the Wil-
sonia.  Later owed by S. 
M. Jenkins family, next 
Mr. J. N. Boston, and in 
1926 it was razed to build 

the two homes 
that are there 
today, at the 
time they were 
built for Mr. 
J. N. Boston 
(now owed by 
Dickey family) 
and the home 
of his son, Mr. 
T. N. Cochran, 
sets facing 
East Deboe 
St.)

–––
The Old 

Brick Church
When it be-

came a cer-
tainty in 1842 
that Dr. John 
S. Gilliam’s 

donation of the site of 
Marion would be accept-
ed as the location of the 
new county seat, the 
members of the Betha-
ny Presbyterian Church, 
who had been sharing 
their  40-year-old log 
building with the newly 
organized Crooked Creek 
Baptist Church, decid-
ed to sell the old meeting 
house near Cross Keys to 
the Baptists and build a 
larger brick church in a 
more centralized location 
nearer Marion.

The Presbyterians 
found a tract of un-
claimed land about one-
half mile from the south-
west corner of the town 
of Marion, and started 
procedures to acquire 
a Kentucky Land Grant 
which would include  as 
its northeast corner, the 
low hill (which is now 
the site of the old Marion 
Cemetery on Moore St. 
and West Gum St.).  The 
congregation built a rect-
angular-shaped meeting 
house of the northern 
side of this hill, known as 
the Old Brick Church. It 
was taken down in later 
years by the construction 
of U.S. 60’s entrance into 
Marion on West Gum St.

–––
Local Government

The justices of the 

county courts in Ken-
tucky of the 1840s had 
the responsibility of total 
governmental adminis-
tration to all parts of the 
counties not incorporat-
ed, thus Marion in the 
year and and half of its 
formative stage, was un-
der the supervision of the 
Crittenden County Court.  

The Kentucky 
Constitution of 1850 pro-
vided for a county court 
made up of a county 
judge and two associates 
to conduct the business 
of the county, and it also 
established a court of 
claims in each county, 
composed of the County 
Judge and the Justices of 
the Peace. 

 In 1890 the Court 
of Claims was abolished 
and the county governing 
body was then titled the 
“Fiscal Court” with the 
justices of the peace be-
ing our magistrates with 
the County Judge presid-
ing Judge of said Court.

There were no 
county judges in Marion 
until 1850.  The Coun-
ty Court was held by the 
magistrates, and the old-
est magistrate would pre-
side and sign the court 
orders. 

–––
County Court Day

County Court Day owed 
its importance not only to 
the fact that it was then 
that some of the busi-
ness of the county were 
attended to and that ac-
cused law breakers were 
called before the bar of 
justice to give account of 
their alleged misdemean-
ors and judged innocent 
or have their sentence 
pronounced upon them.  
It was also a time when 
lawyers, court officials 
and many other people 
from surrounding coun-
ties came into Marion.

County Court Day 
evolved into a monthly 
event during which farm-
ers met near the court-

house to swap or sell 
horses, mules and other 
livestock. People came to 
town on horseback and 
in their horse-drawn wag-
ons, which they parked 
in vacant lots around the 
court square.

This day was also 
greatly enjoyed in a social 
way by the people of the 
rural communities, when 
great numbers of them 
gathered at the county 
seat and enjoyed meet-
ings with their friends 
and kinsfolk from other 
communities.  

–––
From the archives of  

The Crittenden Press let’s 
re-visit one of these popu-
lar County Court Days of 
yesteryear.

Feb. 17, 1910
The day dawned bright 

and clear, and with the 
exception of a strong 
wind from the south, the 
day was all anyone could 
wish. From sun up until 
noon the people seemed 
to pour into town from 
every quarter.

Early in the morning 
the people began to come 
into town from every di-
rection, on horseback, in 
buggies, two- and four-
horse wagons, afoot and 
by train until the town 
was full of men, women 
and children.   

Judge Blackburn con-
vened the county court 
and in a short time dis-
posed of the regular busi-
ness docket, which was 
very light.

Much fine stock was 
exhibited on the street all 
around the Court Square, 
which made it look like a 
county fair. Early in the 
day, the jockey lot began 

to be crowded with men 
with their animals for 
trade of sale. It is reported 
that there were 500 men 
there with one or more 
head of stock. There were 
few sales made but many 
animals changed hands.  

Just across from the 
Courthouse, a travel-
ing salesman selling his 
headache medicine was 
alternately entertaining 
a large crowd and selling 
his medicine. He had the 
crowd and sold the med-
icine.

The stores were prac-
tically all crowded with 
purchasers from a pen-
ny’s worth up. The public 
square was filled up and 
the religious troupe was 
there with banjos, songs 
and taking a collection. 

Most all the business 
houses, music stores, 
hardware, drug stores, 
groceries and dry goods 
and especially the eating 
places report good sales. 
Mr. Cox said it was the 
best day he ever had. 
Guy Givens, the restau-
rant man, was just so 
swamped that he had not 
recovered sufficiently to 
know what to say only he 
just could not take care of 
his trade.  

–––
Thus ends another 

chapter in our county’s 
exciting past history.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).

During one of Marion’s County Court Days the traveling 
medicine man entertained a large crowd then sold  his 
cure-all medicine.  The building in the background is what 
we remember at the Western Auto Store.

This large two-story house was Marion’s first permanent 
residence built by Harvey W. Bigham in 1842. Later the 
home was bought by R. W. Wilson and named the Wilso-
nian.



yard sales
GARAGE SALE - 7362 
State Route 70 Marion 
KY 42064 (between Fran-
ces and Dycusburg). Sol-
id wood furniture, Ethan 
Allen nutmeg furniture, 
china cabinets, corner 
cabinets, dressers, 6ft 
by 2ft Pro-steel Brown-
ing Gun Safe ($800), gas 
stove, gas fireplace w/ 
mantel, generator ($400, 
ONLY 30HRS),  Husqvar-
na sewing machine with 
cabinet, old film camer-
as, Drake bicycle, elec-
tric hospital bed frame, 
collectible plates (norman 
rockwell/annie), cabbage 
patch dolls, dolls, carni-
val glass, crystal and fine 
china, David Winter, Hull, 
Fenton, Goebel figurines, 
records, books, tapes, 
zinc top/blue ball canning 
jars,  plus size women’s 
clothing, wall art, stained 
glass, table linens, doilies, 
quilts, blankets, general 
household items and so 
much unique décor! Open 
Thursday, September 8 
through Saturday, Sep-
tember 10 from 9am to 
3pm (VENMO, CASHAPP, 
PAYPAL, CASH AND 
CREDIT CARD ACCEPT-
ED!) (1t-36-p)
Yard sale,. Thursday and  
Friday, 114 Glenn Drive, 
Salem,  Janet Owen & 
Christy James.  RAIN 
OR SHINE.  Furniture, 
clothes, etc. (1t-36-p)
Yard sale,  Friday and Sat-
urday, 3425 Mott City Rd., 
Cooper Recovery, rain or 
shine, clothes, tools, little 
bit of everything. (1t-36-p)
Yard sale, Friday, 3710 
Hwy. 60 West (Jane Tins-
ley), home decorations, 
nice clothes, chandelier, 
Minnie Mouse High Chair, 
walker, table and chairs, 
tricycle, tee-pee, small 
riding toys and lots more. 
(1t-36-p)
Big multi-family back to 
school yard sale, 1193 
Weldon Rd., Marion, Sat-
urday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., rain 
or shine. Home décor, 
household items (like 
new) going cheap, name 
brand clothes of many siz-
es and like new, too much 
to mention. Don’t miss it. 
(1t-36-p)

employment
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 

seeking employees. We 
offer a competitive sala-
ry, benefits package and 
advancement opportu-
nities.  NEW!  SIGN-ON 
BONUSES FOR MOST 
POSITIONS! Now offer-
ing a $15 minimum wage! 
MTC is an equal oppor-
tunity employer-Minority/
Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings 
and qualifications and 
to apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.
com  “Building Tomorrow’s 
Futures Today” (TFC-p)
LABORERS NEEDED 
IMMEDIATELY! Full-time 
local positions, 1st & 2nd 
shift positions available 
now!  Good starting wage 
$14 or more based on 
skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or 
email resume to hmalo-
ney@libertytire.com. Call 
for more info 270-965-
3613. Equal Opportunity 
Employer.  (tfc)

services
A-Z Cleaning, Clean Spac-
es Create Happy Spaces 
- business cleaning, res-
idential, free estimates. 
Call Leah Eggleston (270) 
969-1850 or email atoz-
cleaningky@gmail.com 
(2t-36-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-44-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for 
sale, auction etc. in this 
newspaper plus 83 oth-
er Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Prov-
idence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time 
and money by making one 
call for all! For more infor-
mation, contact the classi-
fied department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at 
advertising@the-press.
com.

legal notice
Notice is hereby given that 
on August 31, 2022 Alfred 
E. Jeffers of 835 Wright 
Road, Salem, Ky. 42078 
was appointed administra-
tor of Danny Ray Adams, 
deceased, whose address 
was 835 Wright Road, Sa-
lem, Ky. 42078. Rodger 
W. Lofton, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly prov-
en as required by law to 
the administrator before 
the 1st day of March, 
2023 and all claims not so 
proven and presented by 
that date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle said 
debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-36-p)

statewides
CABLE/UTILITIES

Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get a 
$100 visa gift card! Get 
More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 844-959-4732
DIRECTV for $79.99/
mo for 12 months with 
CHOICE Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, 

news & entertainment 
anywhere. First 3 months 
of HBO Max, Cinemax, 
Showtime, Starz and Epix 
included! Directv is #1 in 
Customer Satisfaction (JD 
Power & Assoc.) Some re-
strictions apply. Call 1-866-
292-5435
DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $74.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. 
Call Now to Get the Most 
Sports & Entertainment on 
TV!  855-695-7008
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-855-
633-4574
DIRECTV Stream - Car-
ries the Most Local MLB 
Games! CHOICE Pack-
age, $89.99/mo for 12 
months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max includ-
ed for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No 
annual contract, no hidden 
fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-888-340-
6138

CAREER TRAINING
COMPUTER & IT TRAIN-
ING PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the skills 
to become a Computer & 
Help Desk Professional 
now! Grants and Scholar-
ships available for certain 
programs for qualified ap-
plicants. Call CTI for de-
tails! 866-476-1107 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer 
with internet is required.
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Be-
come a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! 
Get Trained, Certified & 
ready to work in months! 
Call 866-617-0188. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET). Computer 
with internet is required.

CELLULAR
Great new offer from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get 
the new iPhone 12 mini for 
as low as $0 with trade in. 
While supplies last! CALL 
1-877-328-0440

CREDIT CARD DEBIT
Credit Card Debt Relief! 
Reduce payment by up 
to 50%! Get one LOW af-
fordable payment/month. 
Reduce interest. Stop 
calls. FREE no-obligation 
consultation Call 855-761-
1456
Credit Card Debt Relief! 
Reduce payment by up 
to 50%! Get one LOW af-
fordable payment/month. 
Reduce interest. Stop 
calls.  FREE no-obligation 
consultation Call 855-672-
9454
EDUCATION/TRAINING

EARN YOUR HOSPITAL-
ITY DEGREE ONLINE!  
Earn your Associates De-
gree ONLINE with CTI!  
Great career advancement 
with the right credentials!  
Learn who’s hiring!  Call 
855-610-1709. (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

FINANCIAL SERVICES         
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclo-
sure? We can help stop 
your home from foreclo-
sures. The Foreclosure 
Defense helpline can help 
save your home. The Call 
is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informa-
tional package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979
HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the 

best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer - $500 Dis-
count + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302
BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy efficient new 
windows! They will in-
crease your home’s value 
& decrease your energy 
bills. Replace all or a few! 
Call now to get your free, 
no-obligation quote. 833-
442-1714
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call 1-866-574-
9040.
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539

HOME SERVICES
Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One 
connected system for total 
peace of mind. FREE pro-
fessional installation! Four 
FREE months of monitor-
ing! Call now to customize 
your system. 1-888-609-
0373
Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator 
$0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options 
Request a FREE Quote – 
Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-688-
8576
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-844-
499-0041

IRS HELP
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve tax debt 
FAST. Call 855-977-2847 
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-
5pm)
Need IRS Relief? $10K - 
$125K+? Get Fresh Start 
or Forgiveness Call 1-866-
533-1701 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST
INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutu-
al Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-900-
7392 www.dental50plus.
com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 
final expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 844-950-2448 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/
kypress

MEDICAL
Attention Viagra users: 
Generic 100 mg blue pills 
or generic 20 mg yellow 
pills. Get 45 plus 5 free 
$99 + S/H. Call Today 
1-877-707-5657
Aloe Care Health, medi-
cal alert system. The most 
advanced medical alert 

product on the market. 
Voice-activated! No wi-fi 
needed! Special offer – 
call and mention offer code 
CARE20 to get $20 off Mo-
bile Companion. Call today 
– 1-844-590-1282

MISCELLANEOUS
PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCH-
ES! Rolex, Breitling, Ome-
ga, Patek Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, Submari-
ner and Speedmaster. Call 
866-256-1169
Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting 
at $54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-866-
930-8254
HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net –Call Today for speeds 
up to 25mbps as low as 
$59.99/mo! Finally, no 
hard data limits! $75 gift 
card, terms apply. 1-866-
481-29844G 
4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take your service with 
you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 1-877-
706-4439
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/off 
1st year. 1-855-536-7294
Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get a 
$100 visa gift card! Get 
More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-844-959-4732

Lung Cancer? And Age 
60+? You And Your Fami-
ly May Be Entitled To Sig-
nificant Cash Award. Call 
888-888-8888 for Informa-
tion. No Risk. No Money 
Out Of Pocket. 1-855-635-
9214

MUSICAL INSTRU-
MENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
812-4393

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 
or visit dorranceinfo.com/
Kentucky
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125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



8                                                                                                                                THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, September 8, 2022 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Rocket Sports
THURSDAY
MS football at Webster County
Soccer at Lyon County
Volleyball hosts Caldwell County
Golf at Mineral Mounds vs Lyon County 
FRIDAY
Football at Caldwell County
SATURDAY
Cross Country at McCracken County
Girls Golf at State All A Classic, Richmond
SUNDAY
Boys Golf at State All A Classic, Richmond
MONDAY
Golf at Marion vs Livingston Central
TUESDAY
MS football hosts South Hopkins
Soccer hosts Trigg County

FOOTBALL
Boone on MSU travel squad
Redshirt freshman linebacker Tyler
Boone of Marion has earned a spot on
the Murray State University football
team’s travel squad and was with the
Racers last weekend when they lost 63-
10 at Texas Tech in a game televised on
ESPN Plus.

MS Rockets wins first
Crittenden County Middle School beat
Union County 22-20 last week for the
young Rockets’ first win in three games
this season. Gaige Markham ran for all
three CCMS touchdowns. On defense,
Davis Perryman had an interception and
Logan Nolan and Eli Lovell each forced
fumbles. The team plays at Webster
County Thursday.

Junior Pro Football
Crittenden County’s Junior Pro foot-
ball teams opened the season this week
at home against Caldwell County. Fol-
lowing is the full fall schedule:
Sept 6 Caldwell County, 6 p.m.
Sept 17 Webster County, 11:30 a.m.
Sept 24 Trigg County, 11:30 a.m.
Oct 1 at Webster County, 1 a.m.
Oct 11 at Caldwell County, 6 p.m.
Oct 15 Union County, 10 a.m.
Oct 22 at Trigg County, 10 a.m.
Oct 29 at Union County, 10 a.m.
Nov 5-6 Jamboree 

GOLF
Upcoming Marion events
The Heritage Golf Course at Marion
Golf & Pool will host a 2-Person Glow
Ball Tournament on Saturday, Sept. 10.
Nine holes will be played before dark
and nine after dark. Call or text 270-
969-4376 to enter or get more informa-
tion. Additionally, the golf course will
host the annual First United Bank 2-Per-
son Tournament on Sept. 24. The 18-
hole event will begin at 10 a.m.
Proceeds benefit the Crittenden County
High School golf team.

Foster wins at Deer Lakes
Jeremiah Foster, a CCHS junior, shot

an 8-under 64 Sunday to win the Labor
Day One-Person Scramble at Deer
Lakes Golf Course in Salem. Chris Mar-
tin of Salem was second with a 67.
More than 30 golfers participated in the
event.

Foster also paces CCHS
Jeremiah Foster shot a 35 Friday as
Crittenden County won a golf match at
Calvert City. The Rockets shot 172 was
a team to beat Christian Fellowship
School by eight strokes. Avery Belt had
a 42 for CCHS while Jaxon Duncan
shot 45, Parker Kayse 47 and Turner
Sharp 48. Foster was also medalist in a
match Tuesday at Pennyrile State Park
and Addie Hatfield was medalist for the
Lady Rocket golfers. Complete results
from that match were not available at
press time this week.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County’s football team al-

ready thin due to afflictions in key po-
sitions, was by the second half Friday
against Madisonville reeling from fa-
tigue, hobbled by additional injuries
and force-fed a steady dose of the Ma-
roons’ potent rushing attack in a 48-21
loss.
It was the Rockets’ home opener and

CCHS played with considerable energy
in the first half. Yet after trailing by a
touchdown late in the third quarter,
Crittenden was vanquished when
Madisonville scored three unanswered
TDs in the final 15 minutes. By game’s
end, the Rockets were down to their
third-team center, two backups at line-
backer and a patchwork of reserve line-
men on either side of the ball. 
“I thought we came out ready to play.

I thought we fought early and played
well at times, but there are things we
obviously need to fix,” coach Gaige
Courtney said. (Madisonville) is a fast,
physical team and injuries kind of piled
up on us toward the end. We’re just
running out of guys.
“Hopefully we can get healthy,” he

continued. “There were a lot of things
tonight that we can build on. There was
a lot of adversity out there tonight.”
Absolutely, Crittenden was in the

game in the second half until its
makeshift offensive line, worn a bit by
Madisonville’s size advantage, was un-
able to protect quarterback Micah New-
com. He was sacked three times the
second half, flushed from the pocket
often and forced to throw a handful of
balls intentionally out of bounds in-
stead of taking further losses.
Newcom rushed or 39 yards and

threw for 103 in the first half. He ran
for one touchdown and threw for two
more in the game, but struggled to find
time and rhythm in the pocket late. He
finished with 182 passing and seven
net-rushing yards.
Meantime, Madisonville went to an I-

formation in the second half and
pounded the ball right at the Rockets.
Its running back, Markezz Hightower
rushed for 147 yards, and 114 came
after the break on 13 carries.
CCHS center Hurst Miniard was in-

jured in the first half and a freshman
filled in. Linebacker Briley Berry suf-
fered a shoulder injury and running
back/defensive back Levi Piper left the

game, too, both in the second half.
CCHS was already down two linemen –
a place the team was lacking depth to
start with – because of previous in-
juries. 
The Rockets play at Caldwell County

this week. The Tigers are 0-3 this year.
SCORE BY QUARTERS
Madisonville                 6           15         20         7
Crittenden County        7            7           7          0
SCORING PLAYS
C-Micah Newcom 32 run (Preston Morgeson kick)
10:28, 1st
M-Javion Martin 15 pass from Anias Mitchell (kick
blocked) 5:35, 1st
M-Tremaine Lovan 72 pass from Mitchell (pass com-
pleted) 11:06, 2nd
M-Evan Robinson 62 interception return (Ivan Juarez
kick) 11:06, 2nd
C-Casey Cates 14 pass from Newcom (Morgeson kick)
:38, 2nd
M-Mitchell 2 run (Juarez kick) 6:07, 3rd
C-Morgeson 13 pass from Newcom (Morgeson kick)
3:40, 3rd
M-Lovan 88 kickoff return (Chris Hughes kick) 3:25, 3rd
M-Markezz Hightower 44 pass from Mitchell (kick
blocked) :37, 3rd
M-Hightower 33 run (Juarez kick) 1:23, 4th
TEAM TOTALS
First Downs: CCHS 9, MHS 13
Penalties: CCHS 3-20, MHS 8-80
Rushing: CCHS 22-39, MHS 38-212

Passing: CCHS 14-25-1, 182; MHS 9-14-1, 208
Total Yards: CCHS 221, MHS 420
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 1-1, MHS 2-2
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing
CCHS: Gattin Travis 2-4, Tyler Belt 2-4, Morgeson 1-
21, Levi Piper 2-4, Sammy Impastato 1-(-1), Newcom
14-7. MHS: Hightower 19-147, Ricky Bowles 3-15,
Logan 1-0, Kirk LaGrange 1-4, Ty Wheeler 3-20.
Passing
CCHS: Newcom 14-25-1,182. MHS: Mitchell 9-14-1,
208.
Receiving
CCHS: Morgeson 6-77, Rowen Perkins 3-21, Kaleb
Nesbitt 2-51, T.Belt 1-23, Cates 1-14, Caden Howard
1-(-4). MHS: Trey Segwick 2-22, Martin 2-25, Wheeler
1-18, Logan 3-99, Hightower 1-44.
Defense
Sammy Impastato 8 solos, 4 assists; Case Gobin 6
solos, 4 assists, sack, blocked kick; Kaleb Nesbitt 4
solos; Briley Berry 12 solos, 3 assists; Preston Morge-
son 3 solos, 2 assists; Seth Guess 3 solos, 3 assists,
blocked kick; Zach Counts 2 solos, sack; Evan Belt
solo, assist; Levi Piper 3 solos; Gattin Travis 6 solos, 3
assists, sack, caused fumble; Tyler Belt solo, intercep-
tion; Grayson James 2 assists; Keelyn Gobin solo, fum-
ble recovery; Caden Howard 2 solos, caused fumble,
fumble recovery.
Players of the Game Offense Preston Morgeson, De-
fense Briley Berry, Lineman Lane West, Special Teams
Seth Guess.
Records: CCHS 1-2, MHS 2-1

STAFF REPORT
The Lady Rockets may not

have won, but tying Caldwell
County Tuesday night broke a
streak of 29 straight losses to
the Lady Tigers. The match at
Marion ended in a 2-2 stalemat
after Caldwell scored on a cor-
ner kick in the final minute.
Taylor Guess and Lizzie Camp-
bell scored a goal apiece for the
Lady Rockets. Hannah Long
had 17 saves at keeper.
Crittenden had lost 7-0 to

Caldwell just over a week ear-
lier in the All A Classic title
match.
Crittenden beat McLean

County by the mercy rule on
the road last Thursday.
The game was called after

just one half as CCHS piled up
10 goals in the first period.
Campbell and Ella Geary each

scored a hat trick and Guess
punched in two goals. Bailey
Williams and Koltar Green each
had one. Guess had three as-
sists, Raven Hayes had four
and Hannah Long and Mollie
Blazina each had an assist.
The CCHS defense was stel-

lar, keeping the Lady Cougars
away from the goal. Long had
just one save at keeper.
At the midway point of the

season, Guess leads the team
with 15 goals. She had 45 ca-
reer scores going into this
week’s action. Senior Lizzie
Campbell also has 15 this sea-
son, giving her 39 career goals.
Geary, a freshman, has 11
goals this sesaon. Haye is the
season leader in assists with
10. Guess has nine. Long has
recorded 69 saves this season
while allowing only 19 goals. Joslyn Silcox wins the ball at midfield in a recent match.

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS
Rockets senior lineman Zach Counts makes a tackle on the Madisonville quarterback
during last week’s loss to the Maroons.

Soccer girls battle Caldwell to tie

Lady Rockets take 2-0
lead in 5th district race
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County’s vol-

leyball girls improved to 7-7
overall and 2-0 in Fifth Dis-
trict action by beating Trigg
County in straight sets
Tuesday at Rocket Arena.
The CCHS girls have won

three straight matches, win-
ning 9 of 10 sets in those
outings. The win Tuesday
was Crittenden’s second
over Trigg this season, but
the first one was not a dis-
trict match because it was
played in the Owensboro
Apollo Tournament.
Crittenden County picked

up a couple of wins last
week, knocking off Webster
County 3-0 last Tuesday on
the road then beating St.
Mary 3-1 at home last
Thursday.
Through the first 9 games

this season, CCHS was led
in kills by Carly Porter with
44. Katie Perryman was
leading the team blocks with
three and Riley Smith was
the assist leader with 139,
far outpacing the rest of the
squad. Jaylee Champion
had the most digs with 65
and service leader was
Smith with 17.

PHOTO BY GREG PERRYMAN
Brooke Winstead returns a shot during the Lady Rockets’ home
win last week against St. Mary.

Rockets Marooned in second half

n GIRLS: Saturday, Sept. 10 at Arlington 
Golf Club, Richmond

n BOYS: Sunday, Sept. 11 at Gibson Bay 
Golf Course, Richmond

GIRLS STATE FINALISTS
Addie Hatfield and 
Brylee Conyer

BOYS STATE FINALISTS
Jeremiah Foster was
regional runnerup.
Others qualifying:
Grayson Davidson,
Avery Belt, Parker
Kayse and Jaxon
Hatfield.

Kentucky State Championship
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Editor’s note: This is the first installment
of a series of articles by KDFWR’s Lee Mc-
Clellan titled “Fall Fishing Festival” profil-
ing the productive fishing on Kentucky’s
lakes, rivers and streams in fall.

Kentucky’s topography is laced with
flowing, rock-bottomed streams that hold
smallmouth bass. Most of the state east
of the Tradewater River basin has
streams that hold smallies. 
The lower flows of early fall make it the

best time to fly fish for smallmouth bass.
The shallow water and gentle current
allow the big and bulky flies needed for
smallmouth bass to get down into the
strike zone a little easier. 
Fly fishing conjures images of tweedi-

ness and anglers holding wooden landing
nets and casting pricey rods. None of
these are necessary for stream small-
mouth bass. A 5- to 7-weight forgiving
moderate action rod with an old-school
click and pawl reel is all you need. This
is the most affordable fly fishing set up.
Getting your gear correct for stream

smallmouth fly fishing requires ignoring
many axioms related to fly fishing for
trout. You don’t need tapered leaders and
tippets. A 7- to 9-foot length of normal
fluorocarbon line makes a great leader for
fishing sinking flies. The cheaper fluoro-
carbon lines make better leader material
as their stiffness helps turn over the big-
ger flies needed for smallmouth bass. An
equal length of monofilament line makes
good leader material for fishing topwater
flies.
A regular weight-forward floating line

works well for most situations, but
deeper waters may require a sink-tip line
to get the fly down to the smallmouths. 
Many of the tenets of fly fishing for

trout hold no quarter for stream small-
mouth bass. You are not presenting tiny
dry flies to smart wild trout in Yellow-
stone National Park. Some anglers call
stream fishing for smallmouth, “bass

combat.” You are presenting big flies to
aggressive fish with tough mouths.  
You can fill out a medium-sized fly box

with enough flies for stream small-
mouths. A few size 2 to 6 white or grey
clouser minnows, with as heavy a dumb-
ell weight as possible, along with some
Near Nuff Crayfish flies in size 4 to 8
work well. An overlooked but deadly fly is
a gold bead head lime green woolly bug-
ger in size 4 or 6. Black is also a produc-
tive woolly bugger color. The tungsten
bead versions of the woolly bugger help
get the fly down to the smallmouth bass
more quickly but cost more.
The previously mentioned flies de-

signed for trout that work for smallmouth
bass often employ a longer shank, J-style
hook. These hooks work great for trout,
but their narrow gape (gap) from the hook
point to the shank often gives small-
mouth bass a good chance to throw the
fly on the jump. The narrow gape hooks
stick a smallmouth in the toughest part
of their mouths, leading to their escape. 
Find flies with a wider gape hook. Fly

anglers who enjoy tying their flies can tie
their own wooly buggers, clouser min-
nows or crayfish imitators with a hook
more suitable for smallmouths. 
Choosing productive water is vitally im-

portant when stream fishing for small-
mouth with fly equipment. You need
flowing, rocky water in early fall; the
areas just upstream and just below
stream drops hold the majority of the
fish. The flowing, mid-depth shoals that
held fish in May grow barren in Septem-
ber. An old rule of thumb is an area that

has foam and bubbles on the surface
from turbulence is a good place to fish.  
Casting wind resistant, heavy flies re-

quires a different approach than those fly
anglers accustomed to trout. Pull off
enough line to shoot it a distance. Once
a heavy Near Nuff Crayfish gets moving
forward, it pulls out a good amount of
line. Just one or two false casts and a
hard stop on the follow through gets it
started and momentum will take care of
the rest. It is basically a “chunk and
dunk” presentation. 
Allow sinking flies to get down as deep

as possible for stream smallmouth bass,
they should strike bottom occasionally.
Trout anglers tend to over strip their lines
on the retrieve when fishing for stream
smallmouth, pull in just enough line to
keep a bag from forming in your line. You
want the most “dead” presentation, keep-
ing the line taut and following the pro-
gression of the fly with you rod tip in a
low, strike ready position. 
This rod position allows for a stout

hook set, a must for stream smallmouth,
as they leap often with an uncanny abil-
ity to throw a fly.
September presents the best topwater

fishing for stream smallmouth of the
year. 
Topwater presentations work well and

provide incredible fun. This fishing will
hook you on using a fly rod for stream
smallmouth.  
Longtime viewers of “Kentucky Afield”

television remember former host Tim
Farmer catch fat stream smallmouth on
plain old cork poppers on fly gear. He
used an inexpensive fly combo with an
automatic reel and presented his cork
poppers subtly, letting the current do the
work. He caught many beauties as a re-
sult. The medium-sized cork poppers, not
the small ones for bluegill or the larger
ones for largemouth bass, work the best
for stream smallmouth bass. S

Smallmouth common in rivers east of Tradewater OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up: 
Bullfrog                     May 21 - Oct. 31
Fall Squirrel             Aug. 20 - Nov. 11
Dove                         Sept. 1 - Oct. 26
Crow                          Sept. 1 - Nov. 7
Deer Archery            Sept. 3 - Jan. 16
Turkey Archery         Sept. 3 - Jan. 16
Canada Goose     Sept. 16 - Sept. 30
Deer Crossbow      Sept. 17 - Jan. 16
Wood ducks                   Sept. 17 - 21
Teal                                Sept. 17 - 25
Turkey Crossbow                 Oct. 1-16
Racoon Hunting         Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Deer Youth                             Oct. 8-9
Deer Muzzleloader             Oct. 15-16
Turkey Shotgun                 Oct. 22-28
Deer Gun                Nov. 12 - Nov. 27
Turkey Crossbow    Nov. 12 - Dec. 31
Fall Squirrel             Nov. 14 - Feb. 28
Racoon Trapping     Nov. 14 - Feb. 28
Quail, Rabbit           Nov. 14 - Feb. 10
Bobcat                     Nov. 19 - Feb. 28
Duck                         Nov 24 - Nov. 27
Canada Goose        Nov. 24 - Feb. 15
Dove                         Nov. 24 - Dec. 2
Turkey Shotgun                     Dec. 3-9
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Deer Muzz leloader            Dec. 10-18
Dove                        Dec. 24 - Jan. 15
Deer Free Youth        Dec. 31 - Jan. 1
Furbearers Free Youth Dec. 31- Jan. 6
Crow                          Jan. 4 - Feb. 28
Snow Goose         Feb. 16 - March 31
Coyote                             Year Round
Ground Hog                     Year Round

Bowhunting accelerated by cool temps
Cooler temperatures have created an

early fall-like opportunity for archery deer
hunters who have been afield for almost a
week.
Through Tuesday, bowhunters had har-

vested 24 whitetails in Crittenden County,
including 13 bucks. In Livingston,
hunters have taken a half dozen deer.
During late summer hunting, bucks still

have what’s known as velvet on their

antlers. The photograph at left depicts a
nine-point buck in velvet. The buck was
taken last weekend by Scott McIntosh, a
Georgia hunter who has been coming to
Crittenden County for 15 years. The buck
scored in the mid 150s, had a 19-inch in-
side spread and 5.5-inch bases, holding
much of it mass over 25-inch beams.
Hunters have reported good deer move-

ment thanks to autumn-like days.
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Comparing 2021 to 2022 | Marion and Crittenden County Tax Levies
                                                         2021        2021        2021        2021       2021      2021           2022                2022                2022              2022            2022               2022      
Tax Type                                            Real       Tangible    Merchant   Documented   Personal  Inventory        Real        Tangible    Merchant  Documented Personal   Inventory
TAXING DISTRICT                           Estate     Personal    Inventory     Boats       Aircraft   in Transit       Estate      Personal    Inventory     Boats     Aircraft    in Transit
EXTENSION SERVICE                   4.0000      5.3600       5.3600      5.3600      5.3600     5.3600        4.1000       5.0400       5.0400      5.0400    5.0400      5.0400     
COUNTY HEALTH                           3.0000      3.0000       3.0000      3.0000      3.0000     3.0000        3.0000       3.0000       3.0000      3.0000    3.0000      3.0000     
COUNTY LIBRARY                         5.0000      5.0000       5.0000      5.0000      5.0000     5.0000        5.0000       5.0000       5.0000      5.0000    5.0000      5.0000     
COUNTY FISCAL COURT             11.6000     12.4000     12.4000    12.4000     0.0000     0.0000       11.6000     12.4000     12.4000    12.4000   0.0000      0.0000     
CRITTENDEN SCHOOLS              48.9000    48.9000     48.9000     0.0000      0.0000     0.0000       49.0000     49.0000     49.0000     0.0000    0.0000      0.0000     
TRADEWATER FLOODPLAIN       33.7000     0.0000       0.0000      0.0000      0.0000     0.0000       32.4000      0.0000       0.0000      0.0000    0.0000      0.0000     
CITY of MARION                            22.2000    27.8100     27.8100    27.8100    27.8100    0.0000       22.4000     27.8100     27.8100     27.810   27.8100     0.0000

TIMBERLAND FIRE PROTECTION 2.0 CENTS PER ACRE
$30.00 PER COUNTY BILL FOR FIRE DUES UNLESS OPTED OUT
$36.00 PER DWELLING FOR 911 FEE (RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL)
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223 Sturgis Road, Marion • (270) 965-5425
STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Closed Sunday
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n Tax rates are expressed in cents per $100 of assessed property value. For
instance, calculating the City of Marion property tax rate on a $50,000 home
would go like this: $50,000 divided by 100, multiplied by .224, equals $112.

City bumps up tax rate; bills in the mail this week
STAFF REPORT
Marion City Council, which

had originally presented its
proposed real property tax rate
for 2022 as slightly lower than
last year, pushed the figure up-
ward on final passage.
At its regular August meet-

ing, the council discussed set-
ting its real property rate at
22.1 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value. The proposed
rate was down from 22.2 in

2021, however, it would have
generated roughly the same
amount of tax revenue.
At a special meeting late in

August, the council voted by a
3-2 margin to amend the origi-
nal plan and raise the tax to
22.4, which would generate
four percent more revenue
than a year ago. That is the
most increase allowed without
being subject to taxpayer re-

call. The entire council eventu-
ally supported the plan after
the amendment was approved.
Based on the new rate, the

difference from last year for a
homeowner with a $50,000
house will be $1.50 for 2022.
Taxes on that home were
$110.50. This year, they will be
$112.
The Marion real property tax

rate was 21.9 cents in 2020,

which was lower than the two
previous years in 2019 and
2018. The rate in 2018 was al-
most two cents higher than the
new rate approved for 2022.
City of Marion property tax

bills were mailed this week.
They are due by Nov. 1. A 25-
percent penalty is charged on
taxes paid after that date.
County tax bills will also go

out soon. County taxes can be

paid by Nov. 1 for a discount.
Afterwards, face value of the
tax bill will be due through the
end of the year. Beginning Jan.
1, 2023, a penalty of five per-
cent will be added to the total
if taxes are paid before Febru-
ary. Afterward, the penalty in-
creases to 10 percent plus an
additional fee. If not paid by
April, the tax bill will be con-
sidered delinquent.

Kentucky Transportation
Cabinet (KYTC) District 1
sent a second crew to assist
with flood recovery efforts in
Perry, Letcher and Pike
counties of eastern Kentucky
last week.
The 12-member crew made

up of personnel from Critten-
den, Livingston and Lyon
counties, as well as three
from the Smithland Section
office engineering staff,
headed out on Aug. 29.
Oddly, the crew was not re-

pairing highways. The team
was mainly focused on in-
stalling water and waste-
water lines at Whitesburg
and Hazard.
Following the tornado that

devastated parts of western
Kentucky in December, Dis-

trict 1 crews initially jumped
in to clear debris from road-
ways.  They then transi-
tioned into constructing pads
for campers to provide emer-
gency housing for displaced
families. As a result, District
1 crews honed some skills
that could be put to work in
the restoration of flood-rav-
aged areas in eastern Ken-
tucky.
The crew rolled out of the

District 1 Lyon County facil-
ity in trucks loaded with sup-
plies for what would be about
an eight-hour caravan to
Pikeville. The crew spent the
week helping with flood re-
covery efforts before return-
ing home late on Friday,
Sept. 2.
On a trip to eastern Ken-

tucky earlier in August, an-
other KYTC District 1 team
constructed water lines and
gravel pads to establish a
camper community to pro-
vide housing for displaced
families in Whitesburg, Haz-
ard and Jenkins. 
Rather than send a full

crew from one county, KYTC
District 1 chose to form
teams with members from
various counties and support
staff to allow enough person-
nel in each county to con-
tinue maintenance and
emergency response opera-
tions at home.
KYTC District 1 still has

personnel assisting with tor-
nado response efforts in
Dawson Springs and May-
field.

Pictured are crew members, listed with their home county of operation,
who have been working flood relief on the other side of the state. They
are (from left) Chase Dempsey, Lyon; Justin O'Neal and Corey Rowley
of Crittenden; Caleb Marshall, Lyon; Jason Oates, Smithland Section;
Andrew Hankins, Paducah repair mechanic; Isaac Wring and Sammy
Watkins of Livingston; Tristyn Perkins, Smithland Section; Donnie Young
and Chris Doom of Livingston. Not present was Austin Hart, Smithland
Section engineer.

Road crews from area help flood victims


